
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
MINUTES

The Human Rights Commission met on Tuesday, November 15, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. in the Multi-
Purpose Room at the Kandiyohi County Historical Society.    

Members present were:  Kristal Dahlager, Richard Engan, Barbara Little, Marlin Breems, Shelly
Huseby, Jill Benson, and Janell Sommers, Recording Secretary.  Shawn Mueske, Lynn Travaglio and Denis
Anderson were excused from the meeting.  Also present was Council-Elect Fernando Alvarado. 

Item No. 1 Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Chair Kristal Dahlager at 5:00 p.m.   

Item No. 2 Public Comment

There were no public comments.  

Item No. 3 Approve Minutes of October Meeting

Commission Member Breems moved to approve the Human Rights Commission minutes of
October 18, 2016.  Commission Member Huseby seconded the motion, which carried.  

Item No 4 Willmar Wye Project Presentation

Gene East, Project Manager with MnDOT District 8 requested to come before the Human Rights
Commission to present information related to the proposed Willmar Wye Project.  Mr. East presented a
PowerPoint to summarize the improvement.  The Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Park Access Project
also known as the Willmar Wye will provide a direct connection between the Marshall (north line) and Morris
south line) Subdivision of the BNSF rail network and improve access to Willmar’s Industrial Park.  The

proposed wye connection is estimated to reduce the number of trains one-third to on-half by having them
turn outside of Willmar.  Mr. East proceeded to talk about the actual alignment and roadways involved.  In all
of the alternatives, the rail line is in the same location with an approximate length of 2.5 miles and does not
interfere with the Willmar Municipal Airport. Each of the alternatives also includes Highway 40 going over
the rail connector. 

Mr. East detailed each of the three alternatives.  In Alternative #1 Highway 12 stays on its current
location with a long skewed bridge and a 30 foot high retaining wall.  Alternative 2A realigns approximately
1.5 miles of Highway 12 and includes a shorter, simpler bridge which eliminates the retaining walls.  It also
includes an at-grade crossing at 1st Avenue.  Alternative 2B also realigns approximately 1.5 miles of Highway
12, includes a simpler bridge, eliminates high retaining walls, but eliminates the at -grade crossing at 1st
Avenue and provides an access road to 1st Avenue. 

The project schedule was overviewed with the project currently in the Environmental Assessment
stage.  The draft Environmental Assessment has been submitted to the federal partners for review and
comment.  Layout refinements are underway and there continues to be public engagement activities.  Mr. East
reviewed the upcoming and major milestones with their projected dates.  It was noted the City of Willmar’s
contribution is the right-of-way.  

Mr. East requested assistance in seeking connections for public engagement and stated he is ready
and willing to meet and present or discuss the project with groups.  Chair Dahlager thanked Mr. East for his
presentation to the Commission. 



Item No. 5 Miscellaneous

The Commission set the next meeting date for January 17, 2017 at which time discussion will be held
on educational topics and ideas that have been discussed in the last few months and recap.  The Commission
briefly touched on the subject of sanctuary cities. 

A motion was made by Commission Member Little and seconded by Commission Member Benson to
adjourn.  The motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at 6:02 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janell Sommers
Recording Secretary


